
M ND-NDECM
YK

THE HINDU 

5Friday, May 24, 2024
Delhi States

Upping the ante against
Kerala Governor Arif Mo-
hammed Khan, Higher
Education Minister R. Bin-
du has accused him of at-
tempting to “sa�ronise”
the higher education sec-
tor in the State.

Dr. Bindu also charged
Mr. Khan with sabotaging
reforms that were being
implemented by the State

government in the sector.
Speaking against the

backdrop of the Kerala
High Court order quashing
the Governor’s nomina-
tions to the Kerala Univer-
sity Senate, she claimed his
nominees lacked outstand-
ing academic credentials. 

She claimed various
court judgments, including
the recent one, have pro-
ven that the Governor’s in-
terventions were not in the
right direction. 

‘Kerala Governor
trying to sa�ronise
higher education’
The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Former Prime Minister and
JD(S) supremo H.D. Deve
Gowda on Thursday issued
a warning to his grandson
Prajwal Revanna, through
a letter posted on X, asking
him to return to India and
surrender to the police, or
face his anger and that of
his family members.

In the letter with the tit-
le: “My warning to Prajwal
Revanna”, Mr. Gowda said,
“This is not an appeal that I
am making, it is a warning
that I am issuing. If he does
not heed to this warning,
he will have to face my an-
ger and the anger of all his
family members. The law
will take care of the accusa-
tions against him, but not
listening to the family will
ensure his total isolation. If
he has any respect left for
me, he has to return
immediately.”

“... I have already said
that he should be given the
harshest punishment un-
der the law if found guilty,”
stated the two-page letter.

If you have
any respect
for me, come
back, Gowda
warns Prajwal 
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A
ddressing separate
rallies in Haryana
and Punjab ahead

of the sixth phase of polls
on May 25, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thurs-
day accused the Congress
and its INDIA bloc allies of
dividing the country into
three nations, including
two Muslim ones, to “ap-
pease their vote bank”,
and saying Muslims have

the �rst right on India. 
He said the bloc wants

to snatch the reservation
guaranteed by the Consti-
tution to the SCs, STs, and
OBCs and give it to those
who do “vote jihad”.

Campaigning for Dha-
rambir Singh, the BJP’s
candidate for the Bhiwani-
Mahendragarh Lok Sabha
seat in Haryana, Mr. Modi,
referring to a recent High
Court order cancelling �ve
lakh OBC certi�cates in
West Bengal, said the re-

servation meant for the
OBCs is being distributed
to the “intruders”, expos-
ing the anti-quota mentali-
ty of the INDIA bloc. 

The PM said he is the
watchman of the rights of
the deprived and has come
to assure them that no one
can take away their reser-
vation as long as he is alive. 

Mr. Modi said the Con-
gress, if it has its way, will
arrest people for even ut-
tering the word “Ram”. He
said it wants to obliterate

“Ram” from the country. 
The PM said the INDIA

bloc, anticipating its de-
feat, has started accusing
the Election Commission
of delaying the release of
voter data to �nd a scape-
goat for its imminent loss.
“Every vote cast for the
Congress will be a waste,
since it can never form a
government,” he said, ad-
ding that INDIA bloc par-
ties are saying they will
have �ve PMs in �ve years
if voted to power. “INDI Al-

liance only spreads the pol-
itics of communalism, cas-
teism, and dynasty”.

‘Ine�ective CM’
During a rally in support of
BJP’s Patiala candidate Pre-
neet Kaur, Mr. Modi target-
ed the Bhagwant Mann-led
AAP government in Punjab
and said the sand mining
and drug ma�a are having
a free run. He said the “ka-
gazi (ine�ective) CM” is bu-
sy attending the party’s
“Delhi Darbar”.

PM targets INDIA bloc over ‘vote bank politics’
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Narendra Modi with Dharambir

Singh, BJP candidate for the

Bhiwani-Mahendragarh seat in

Haryana, on Thursday. ANI

Modi says he is the watchman of the rights of the deprived, no one can take away their reservation as long as he is alive, accuses Congress, INDIA bloc

allies of dividing country into three nations, including two Muslim ones; ‘Congress, if it has its way, will arrest people for even uttering the word Ram’

“We are Team Tamluk and
we have to keep the BJP at
bay. Do I have the blessings
of the mothers and sisters
of Moyna?” asked 28-year-
old Debangshu Bhatta-
charya of the All India Tri-
namool Congress to a grow-
ing crowd of villagers under
a scorching May sun, refer-
ring to his rival candidate as
a “fake judge”. The au-
dience, mostly women,
burst into a cheer, clapping
and raising their hands to
show their support. With
two days to go for the sixth
phase of the polls, villagers
of Moyna in Tamluk consti-
tuency lined up excitedly
on Thursday at the village
centre to meet the TMC can-
didate locked in a bitter
contest with former Calcut-
ta High Court judge and BJP
candidate Abhijit
Gangopadhyay.

While Mr. Bhattacharya
campaigned in the consti-
tuency, Mr. Gangopadhyay
remained out of sight, due

to a 24-hour censure by the
Election Commission of In-
dia following his controver-
sial remarks on Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee.

Before Mr. Gangopad-
hyay joined hands with the
BJP, he caught the people’s
imagination as the Calcutta
HC judge who ordered a CBI
probe into the alleged dis-
crepancies in the State’s
teacher recruitment pro-
cess and whose rulings led
to the arrest of a senior TMC
Minister and three MLAs.
Mr. Gangopadhyay earned
the epithet of a “crusader
against corruption”. His de-
cision to join politics soon
after his resignation from
the judiciary, however, ig-
nited doubts over his judg-
ments as a judge. 

Women’s vote
According to Mr. Bhatta-
charya, this year’s Lok Sab-
ha election results in West
Bengal, including in Tam-
luk, would be determined
by the votes of women. “Ab-
hijit Gangopadhyay is anti-
women, he did not even

spare the Chief Minister,”
Mr. Bhattacharya said. Mr.
Gangopadhyay declined to
comment.

Tamluk spans seven As-
sembly segments across
coastal Purba Medinipur
district in south-eastern
Bengal and includes critical
seats like the industry-rich
Haldia and the contentious
Nandigram.

The third candidate, 30-
year-old advocate Sayan Ba-
nerjee of the Communist
Party of India (CPI-M), is
certain that his advantage is
the frustration of voters ov-
er the mud-slinging among
his two rival parties. “Peo-
ple are fed up... they want
change,” he said. 

Mr. Banerjee said a press-
ing issue in the constituen-
cy is that of Nandigram’s
youth, who, according to
him, were forced to become
migrant labourers due to
unemployment in the area.
“The industrial belt at Hal-
dia, the thermal plant at Ko-
laghat were all developed
by the Left. That gives me
an advantage,” he added.

In Bengal’s Tamluk LS seat,
jury’s out as former judge is
up against TMC, CPI(M) rivals
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Tough fight: (From left) Debangshu Bhattacharya (TMC), Abhijit Gangopadhyay (BJP) and Sayan

Banerjee (CPI-M) are locked in a battle for Tamluk Lok Sabha seat. DEBASISH BHADURI
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