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Jab tribute
to freedom
struggle

SNEHAMOY
CHAKRABORTY

Calcutta: The state govern-
ment will start a special drive
to vaccinate against Covid-19
all residents of three Bengal
districts chosen by the Centre
— East Burdwan, and East
andWest Midnapores—with
due second and precautionary
(booster) doses from next
week for threemonths.

Officials said East Burd-
wan and twin Midnapores in
Bengalwerechosen in the first
phase of the Centre’s pro-
gramme to celebrate 75 years
of Indian Independence as
these districts had made sig-
nificant contributions during
the freedomstruggle.

Freedom fighters Batu-
keshwar Dutt and Rash Be-
hari Bose hailed from East
Burdwan. East andWest Mid-
napore — then undivided —
were homes to freedom fight-
ers Kshudiram Bose and
MatanginiHazra.

“We will send specific or-
ders to the three districts very
soon. They have been given a
specific target of vaccination.
There are around seven lakh
people whose second dose is
due in these three districts.
East Burdwan alone has four
lakh people who need to get
the second dose. Those whose
precautionary dose is due will
also be vaccinated under this
special drive,” said a senior
health official inCalcutta.

In Bengal, around 7.29
crore and 6.42 crore people
have been vaccinated with
first and second doses, respec-
tively. Only 29.11 lakhhave re-
ceived the booster so far.

Officials said that during
the special drive in East Burd-
wan and twin Midnapores,
they had been asked to in-
crease the number of vaccina-
tion camps and visit the doors-
tepsof thosewhosesecondand

precautionary dose were due.
Officials need to complete the
task within three months and
submit a report to the state.

Sources in the state gov-
ernment said that inApril this
year, the Centre had started
an initiative to complete vacci-
nation in the districts that had
played a significant role in the
freedom struggle. “For Ben-
gal, the Centre chose these
three districts as many free-
dom fighters hail from these
pockets,” said a health official.

Sources said that after the
specialdrive in these threedis-
tricts, the health department
would focus on areas where
vaccinationwas “slow”.

Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee, who onMay 10 held
a review meeting with the
state and district officials on
Covid-19 inBengal, alsodirect-
ed a fewdistrictswith compar-
atively low vaccination to in-
crease the number of jabs as
soon as possible.

OnherMay 18 visit toWest
Midnapore, Mamata had also
stressed the contribution of
undivided Midnapore in the
country’s freedom struggle.

“We can’t forget the role of
Midnapore in the freedom str-
uggle of India. Three places in
thecountry—Satara inMaha-
rashtra, Ballia inUPandTam-
ralipta (part of undividedMid-
napore andwhere theTamral-
ipta National Government
was formed in1942)—playeda
keyrole in themovementagai-
nst theBritish,” she had said.

40Covid cases
Bengal on Thursday reported
40 new Covid-19 infections, 37
recoveries andno death.

Currently, the statehas 361
active cases, according to the
state bulletin. The state’s posi-
tive confirmation ratewas 0.48
per cent, recovery rate 98.93
per cent and mortality rate
1.05 per cent onThursday.

Query to CJI
on NRC boss

UMANANDJAISWAL

Guwahati: A civil society
group opposed to the Citizen-
shipAmendmentActhaswrit-
ten to theChief Justiceof India
asking whether incumbent
NRC Assam coordinator
Hitesh Dev Sarma had the
Supreme Court’s permission
to question the accuracy of the
register and file a criminal
case against his predecessor
PrateekHajela.

In a letter to CJI N.V. Ra-
manaonMay24,Coordination
Committee Against Citizen-
ship Amendment Act chair-
man Hiren Gohain and chief
coordinator Deben Tamuly
said that since the Supreme
Court had “monitored the en-
tire process” of preparing the
NRC in Assam with a view to
ensuring its integrity and im-
partiality, and approved its
final draft, it was “assumed
by all responsible quarters
that it was a reasonably cor-
rect document and that it had
its bonafides beyond all
doubt”.

But Sarma, the one-page
letter said, “has from day one
questioned the accuracy and
validity of the document and
made wild charges about mil-
lions of foreigners fraudulent-
ly making their way into its
rolls”.

Sarma, who replaced Ha-
jela in November 2019, has ac-
cusedHajela and others ofma-
nipulating data entry and
avoiding quality check and
verification to facilitate the in-
clusion of ineligible persons in
the register, which is a docu-

ment of Indian citizens.
The letter also referred to

Sarma’s recent FIR against
Hajelabefore theAssampolice
CID accusing him of “corrupt
and biasedmanagement of the
process leading to entryofmil-
lions of foreigners” in the
NRC.

“He also produced some al-
leged proof of the charges on
the basis of some sample sur-
vey. He has received support
fromvarious biased and fanat-
ical circles and put in grave
alarmmillions of genuine citi-
zens who had incurred high
expenses and undergone the
rigours and the pain of the ex-
ercise to prove their citizen-
ship. This also tends to arouse
anxieties among saner secti-
ons of the public who thought
the turmoil and unrest over
this fraught questionhadbeen
brought to an end by the com-
pletion of the NRC,” the letter
said.

The updated 1951 NRC,
published on August 31, 2019,
had excluded 19,06,657 of the
3,30,27,661 applicantswith sev-
eral organisations, including
the Assam Public Workers,
and the BJP-led state govern-
ment expressing concern over
suspected illegal migrants al-
legedly getting their names in-
cluded in the register.

The letter further said that
the civil society group “there-
fore would most humbly im-
plore you to clarify whether
the present coordinator had
your permission for what ap-
pears to us to be an outrage
against decent legitimate
norms of public life...”

SayantikaDas, the eight-year-old girl fromMalda,whowant-
ed tomeet chief ministerMamataBanerjee and thankher
for introducingwelfare schemes for students of Bengal, espe-
cially girls, got herwish inCalcutta onThursday.

TheClass II studenthadplanned to cycle some350km
fromMalda toCalcutta tomeetMamata.On learning this,
Mamatahad instructed theMaldadistrict administration to
askSayantika to goby train, keeping inmind the riskof cy-
cling onhighways ather tender age.

Helpedby theadministration, the girl andherparents
tookSaraighatExpress fromMaldaonWednesdaynight. She
also carriedher cycle.OnThursday, they reachedHowrah
andwere escorted to a resthousebypolice personnel.

Then, Sayantika cycled to the chief minister’smodest res-
idence atHarishChatterjeeRoad,which tookher 20minutes.
Herparents reachedMamata’s residence separately.

Sayantika later said thatMamatahadbeenverywarm,
arrangedbreakfast for themandaccepted theaamsatwa
(mango candy) andmango sapling that shehadbrought as
gifts from Malda. “She encouragedme to continuewithmy
studies,”Sayantika said, adding that she receivedbooks,
chocolates anddolls fromthe chief minister.

Mamataalso sharedpictures of this interactiononTwit-
ter. “Pride of Bengal!” she tweeted, addinghowSayantika
andher sisters “benefitted fromseveralGoWBflagship
schemes likeKanyashree andSabooj Sathi”.

Report bySoumyaDeSarkar inMalda

Governor
Another state university vice-
chancellor said the governor
can refuse to sign the bill once
but if the state government
sends it back, he is bound to
sign it. In 2019, the state gov-
ernment had introduced rules
allowing a university to hold
its senate meeting without the
governor’s nod.

The West Bengal College
and University Teachers’ As-
sociation asked why the state
government had not explored
the option of nominating an
eminent scholar or education-
ist as chancellor, a possibility
Basu had himself spoken
about inDecember.

Basu had posted a tweet on
December 24 saying: “It is high
time to introspect whether we
should continue with the colo-
nial legacy of the governor
being the chancellor of univer-
sities just by the virtue of his
post or we should nominate
eminent scholars and educa-
tionists as chancellors.”

A former VC said: “This
government has since coming
to power made tall claims
about depoliticising the cam-
puses. If they were sincere, an
academic should have been
nominated as chancellor. In-
stead, they decided to estab-
lish a government strangle-
hold over the universities.”

Many teachers feel the de-
cision is a blow to academic
autonomy, a charge also lev-
elled in the past against the
present Bengal governor.

Jadavpur University had
held its annual convocationon
December 24, 2019,without the
chancellor, who was blockad-
ed by students on a campus re-
plete with “Not Our Chancel-
lor” posters.

Basu had earlier expressed
the government’s displeasure
at the chancellor allegedly sit-
ting on files on the reappoint-
ment ofVCs.

Some teachers wondered
whether the state govern-
ment’s move might affect the
flow of funds from the Univer-
sityGrants Commission.

A pro-VC of a state-run
university said the governor
had been made the ex-officio
chancellor so that he could
hear the grievances if any dif-
ferences arose between the
state government and univer-
sity teachers and officials.

‘Sorry’ jibe from Dilip
ARKAMOYDATTA

MAJUMDAR

Calcutta: BJP national vice-
president Dilip Ghosh on Th-
ursday “apologised” to all th-
osewho felt happyat thepossi-
bility of him moving out of
Bengal and said he was “not
going anywhere”.

A section of BJP leaders in
Bengal, who are opposed to
Ghosh, felt “relieved” and as-
sumed that theMidnaporeMP
had been plucked out of the
state with the central leader-
ship assigning him the task of
strengthening booth-level or-
ganisations in seven states
and aUnion territory.

Putting to rest all such sp-
eculations, Ghosh told The
Telegraph: “Initially, I might

need to go there a couple of
times but the job will be done
mostly over phone and virtu-
ally.”

“Updates and reports from
these states can be monitored
through an application. I don’t
need to stay there,” he added,
rejecting rumours that he
would have to spend months
travelling in his assigned ter-
ritories.

Ghosh’s tenure as the Ben-
gal BJP chief was cut short in
September last year. He was
replaced by Balurghat MP Su-
kanta Majumdar. The two ha-
ve rarely been on the same pa-
ge. Ghosh has differenceswith
the state general secretary (or-
ganisation), Amitava Chakra-
borty, and Opposition leader
SuvenduAdhikari aswell.

As the news of Ghosh’s
purported removal from Ben-
gal reached the state unit, a
section of functionaries kno-
wn for the proximity to the cu-
rrent leadership said they
were happy. These people said
Ghosh’s remarks and interfer-
ence had often hindered the
smooth functioning of the new
committee and hence, it was
“good that he has been re-
moved”.

On Thursday, Ghosh in a
tongue-and-cheek retort said:
“Sorry, I can’t make them ha-
ppy. I’mnot going anywhere.”

Ghosh said he would con-
centrate onhisLokSabhacon-
stituency Midnapore, but wo-
uld be available if the state
unit wanted to use him. “Why
will I go anywhere?”

Ropeway in limbo for want of cash
BIRESWARBANERJEE

Siliguri: A 2.5km-long rope-
way service planned eight
years back between Rohini,
around 25km from here, and
Giddapaharon theoutskirts of
Kurseong, is not yet complete
owing to a cash crunch.

The project, taken up by
Conveyor and Ropeway Ser-
vices Private Limited and
funded by the Gorkhaland Te-
rritorial Administration
(GTA), started in August 2014
with an 18-month deadline.

“We stopped construction
work of the ropeway service
from Kurseong to Rohini for
the past one-and-a-half years
as theGTAisyet to clearapor-
tion of the dues. If the dues are
cleared, we will resume work

and we hope to finish the proj-
ect in fourmonths,” said Prab-
hu Gupta, project director of
the ropeway service.

On August 28, 2014, work
on the passenger ropeway
service,whichwas expected to

drawmore tourists to the hills
and cut travel time between
the plains and hills, started
with an estimated cost of Rs 16
crore.

According to Gupta, out of
16 towers to be built along the

route of the ropeway, 15 have
been put up.

“Installation of only one
tower and the control panel is
yet tobecarriedout, plus some
minor work. It is because of
fund constraints that we were
forced to stopwork,”headded.

Sources in the GTA admit-
ted that they were yet to make
the final payment to the firm.

Around Rs 5.93 crore is to
be paid, which includes GST,
they said.

The GTA lacks adequate
funds right now to make the
payment, a source said. “We
have written to the state gov-
ernment, seeking approval of
funds and hope that once the
GTA elections are over, funds
will be available for the proj-
ect,” the source added.

File picture of theunder-construction ropewayat
Giddapahar inKurseong

Siliguri rural
polls on
June26
ARKAMOYDATTA
MAJUMDARAND
AVIJITSINHA

Calcutta/Silliguri: The State
Election Commission on Thu-
rsday announced it would ho-
ld polls to the Siliguri Mahak-
uma Parishad and six civic
wards on June 26, the day fix-
ed by the government for vot-
ing at theGorkhaland Territo-
rial Administration Sabha.

State election commission-
er Sourav Das said in Calcutta
that the notifications for the
SMP and the civic polls would
be issued onFriday.

At least 22 gram panchay-
ats with 462 seats, four pan-
chayat samitis with 66 seats
and one mahakuma parishad
with nine seats shall go to the
polls in Siliguri. Elections will
also be held in ward 8 of Pani-
hati, ward 2 of Jhalda, ward 29
of South Dum Dum, ward 4 of
DumDum,ward 3 of Bhatpara
and ward 17 of Chander-
nagore.

Das said EVMs would be
used for the polls.

Over five lakhpeople in the
rural areas of the Siliguri sub-
division are eligible to cast
votes for the three-tier pan-
chayat elections of the SMP.

Darjeeling district magis-
trateS.Ponnambalamsaid the
filing of nominations for the
SMP polls would begin on Fri-
day. “The filing of nomina-
tions will continue till June 2,
followed by a scrutiny of pa-
pers on June 4. The last date of
withdrawal is June 7. The date
of countingwouldbeannounc-
ed induecourse,” said theDM.
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