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Beijing blow to
climate deal hopes

ELENICOUREA

Rome: China appeared to re-
buff Boris Johnson’s pleas to
do more on climate change on
Friday night as the head of the
UNwarned that theworldwas
heading for catastrophe.

TheBritishPrimeMinister
suggested failure to deal with
global warming could lead to
the decline of modern civilisa-
tion as he urged China and
India to domore to cut carbon
emissions. However, Xi resis-
ted his appeal before the Cop-
26 climate conference starting
inGlasgowonSunday.

As he flew into Rome for a
G20 summit, Boris said failure
to act “could consign our chil-

dren, our grandchildren, our
great grandchildren, to a life
where there are not only huge
movements of populations,
huge migrations, but also
shortages of food, shortages of
water, conflict, caused by cli-
mate change.”

He added: “There is ab-
solutely no question this is a
realitywemust face up to.”

He used the fall of the
Romanempire as a cautionary
tale of how quickly civilisa-
tions can collapse. “When
things start to go wrong, they
can gowrong at extraordinary
speed. You saw that with the
decline and fall of the Roman
empire and I’m afraid to say
it’s true today, that unless we
get this right in tackling cli-
mate change we could see our
civilisation, our world, also go
backwards.”

Beijingpledged to stoppay-
ing for coal power plants to be
built overseas last month, but
it has not substantially updat-
ed the climate targets it set in
2016. In its new commitments
published on Thursday, it said
it would reach peak emissions
by 2030 and net zero by 2060.
Boris said he tried to convince
Xi to agree to reaching peak
emissions five years earlier.
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Borismulls
tradeaction
onFrance

Rome:British PrimeMinister
Boris Johnson said on Satur-
day he could not rule out trig-
gering trade dispute action
against France next week in a
post-Brexit row over fishing
that has further strained rela-
tions and could ultimately dis-
rupt the flowof goods.

Boris, who is hosting the
UNclimatesummitnextweek,
again said he did not want the
spat over fish to derail a meet-
ing of the world’s 20 major
economies, seen as a stepping
stone to secure more commit-
ments for Cop-26 inGlasgow.

Ties with France have be-
come increasingly strained
sinceBritainvoted to leave the
EU in 2016, with London’s se-
curity pact with the US and
Australia doing little to build
trustwith Paris. Reuters

EmmanuelMacron (left) and
Boris Johnson inRomeon

Saturday. (Reuters)

G20 plan to
block firms’
tax havens

JIMTANKERSLEYAND
ALANRAPPEPORT

Rome: President Biden and
other world leaders endorsed
a landmark global agreement
on Saturday that seeks to
block large corporations from
shifting profits and jobs across
borders to avoid taxes, a show-
case win for a President who
has found raising corporate
tax rates an easier sell with
other countries than with his
ownparty inCongress.

The announcement in the
opening session of the Group
of 20 summit marked the
world’s most aggressive at-
tempt yet to stop opportunistic
companies like Apple and
Bristol Myers Squibb from
sheltering profits in so-called
tax havens, where tax rates
are lowand corporations often
maintain little physical pres-
ence beyond an official head-
quarters.

It is a deal years in the
making, which was pushed
over the line by the sustained
efforts of Biden’s treasury de-
partment, even as the Presi-
dent’s plans to raise taxes in
the US for new social policy
and climate change pro-
grammes have fallen short of
his promises.

Therevenueexpected from
the international pact is now
critical to Biden’s domestic
agenda, an unexpected out-
come for a President who has
presented himself more as a
deal maker at home rather
than abroad.

Leaders hailed the agree-
ment, which was negotiated
by the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Devel-
opment with nearly 140 coun-
tries signing on. It would im-
pose a minimum 15 per cent
corporate tax rate in nearly

every country in the world
and punish the few holdouts
who refuse to go along. The
OECD estimates the accord
will raise $150 billion per year
globally from tax-fleeing com-
panies.

“We reached a historic
agreement for a fairer and
more equitable tax system,”
PrimeMinister Mario Draghi
of Italy said in remarks open-
ing the first sessionof the sum-
mit. Other leaders, including
Biden, were expected to offer
similarly effusive praise for
the change.

TheGroupof 20 leaders are
expected to formally endorse
the global tax agreement in
theirofficial communiqué that
is set to be released when the
summit concludes on Sunday,
Biden administration officials
said.

Such an agreement was
not the top tax promise on
Biden’s campaign agenda
whenhewontheWhiteHouse.
But it has become the centre-
piece of Biden’s efforts to raise
corporate taxes back home, in
order to fund a sprawling do-
mestic agenda that includes
investing in child care and
fightingclimatechange, and to
shift the global balance of
power towards American
workers.
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Aprotester during theG20
summit inRomeon
Saturday. (Reuters)

Taliban urge US to
recognise their govt
Kabul: The Taliban called on
the US and other countries on
Saturday to recognise their
government in Afghanistan,
saying that a failure to do so
and the continued freezing of
Afghan funds abroad would
lead to problems not only for
the country but for theworld.

No country has formally
recognised the Taliban gov-
ernment since the insurgents
took over the country in Au-
gust, while billions of dollars
in Afghan assets and funds
abroadhave also been frozen.

“Our message to America
is, if unrecognition continues,
Afghan problems continue, it
is the problem of the region
and could turn into a problem
for the world,” Taliban
spokesman Zabihullah Mu-
jahid said on Saturday.

He said the reason the Tal-
iban and the US went to war
last time was also because the
two did not have formal ties.

“Those issues which
caused the war, they could
have been solved through ne-
gotiation, they could have
been solved through political
compromise too,” Mujahid
said. He added that recogni-
tion was the right of the
Afghan people.

While no country has
recognised the Taliban gov-
ernment, senior officials from
a number of countries have
metwith themovement’s lead-
ership both in Kabul and
abroad. Reuters

Taliban fighters duringa
patrol inKabul. (Reuters)

Dogs can pick up
new words: Study

London: Dog owners can
often be heard talking to their
pets as if they were children,
and a study now suggests that
this is not entirely irrational
— it found that dogs have the
same ability to distinguish
words as babies.

The research focused on
how pet dogs processed
human speech, particularly
whether they could identify
distinct words when listening
to a babble of speech. There
are two basic ways to assess
whether a certain set of
sounds is likely to form a
word, the most obvious being
to hear itmany times.

If, for instance, you are fre-
quently exposed to the word
“dragon”, at some point your
brain will decide that it is in-
deed aword.

But infants also have a
more subtle way to identify
combinations of sounds that
are likely to be words. This in-
volves the brain being aware
of which syllables go together.
This method requires the
brain to be farmore nimble.

Imagine the infant brain is
confronted with the phrase
“scary dragon” for the first
time. It could decide that there
are three words: sca - rydra -
gon. Or it can decide there are
two: scary and dragon. Rough-
ly speaking, the brain recog-
nises that it is highly probable
that the “scar” and “y” sounds
form one unit, and that so do
“dra” and “gon”.

The latest study found evi-
dence that dogs do something
similar. The researchers
scanned the brains of pets
while they were played a
recording ofwords.

When syllables that often
go together in natural speech
were played, the dogs brains’
showed patterns of activity
similar to those seen in babies.
Dr Lilla Magyari, co-author of
the study published inCurrent
Biology, said that the dogs ap-
peared to be subconsciously
using“exactly thekindof com-
plex statistics human infants
use to extract words from con-
tinuous speech”.
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